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The Companion Animal Parasite Council
(CAPC) is an independent council of
veterinarians and other heath care
professionals established to create guidelines
for the optimal control of internal and
external parasites that threaten the health
of pets and people. It brings together broad
expertise in pararsitology, internal medicine,
human health care, public health, veterinary
law, private practice and association
leadership.

For more information about how parasites
may affect your pet, please visit us at
www.petsandparasites.org.
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Cat owners know the joy these loving creatures
bring to our lives. Because cats are independent
by nature, they can be easier to care for when

it comes to sharing our homes with them.
However, cats can conceal their illnesses very
effectively so be sure to have your cat examined
at least yearly. To help keep your cat healthy
feed only prepared or cooked foods.

By following your veterinarian’s recommendations
and having your pet tested for parasites
annually, you can protect your cat and your
family from these potentially harmful parasites
all year long.
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» Coccidia * Mange Mites
+ Ear Mites * Roundworms
* Fleas * Tapeworms
 Giardia * Ticks

» Toxoplasmosis
* Whipworms

* Heartworms
* Hookworms

Year-round prevention

The use of year-round heartworm and
broad-spectrum parasite medications, as well
as appropriate flea and/or tick products, is the
foundation of an effective parasite control
program for your cat.

What can | do?

Responsible pet parasite control can reduce the
risks associated with transmission of parasitic
diseases from pets to people. By following a few
simple guidelines, pet owners can better protect
their pets and their family.

® Practice good personal hygiene.

e Visit your veterinarian for annual testing
and physical examination.

* Minimize exposure to high-traffic pet areas.

e Ask your veterinarian about parasite
infection risks and effective year-round
preventative control measures
administered monthly.

Heartworm

Heartworms represent an increasingly recognized
problem in cats. As in dogs, heartworms are
transmitted by mosquitoes and, once mature,
take residence in the right side of the heart and
the large vessels of the lungs. For cats, the preva-
lence of heartworm infection is directly related
to the number of infected dogs in

the area.

How do I prevent my pet from getting
heartworm?

Heartworms are found in cats in all 50 states, so
all cats are at risk, even those animals that live
indoors. However, heartworms are preventable.
Ask your veterinarian about heartworm preven-
tion. Preventive treatment should begin after a
blood test has been conducted to determine if
your cat has already been exposed or is infected.

Fleas and Ticks

How do I prevent my cat from getting fleas?
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